CHAPTER XVI

Everybody's Plans Go Awry

THE "walkout" had been taken despite doubts on the part of the sena-
torial managers. As a precaution Senator Bayard went with the se-
ceders to guide them in forming a Constitutional Democratic conven-
tion at Military Hall, perhaps to see that they did not go too far. Here
the six Gulf states were joined by four delegates from Arkansas, three
from Missouri, two from Georgia, one from Virginia, and a second from
Delaware. Fernando Wood's forty-one delegates also offered to come
in, but were persuaded to withdraw as they were not really part of
the larger convention. Bayard was made chairman, and the majority
report on platform was adopted. The bolters were nervous about what
they had done; Yancey was careful to deny the stigma of "disunion,"
and efforts to make nominations were resisted. They wanted to see if
any olive branches might be sent in from Institute Hall.1
While the Constitutional Democrats were thus engaged, the Douglas
leaders were preparing to nominate him, expecting to command easily
two-thirds of the remaining delegates, which under their construction
of the rules would be sufficient. Obstacles arose in the meantime; it was
not going to be so simple. Monday night the 30th, more delegates de-
cided to take a walk. Two-thirds of the Georgia group and a majority
from Arkansas were announced as withdrawing Tuesday, During the
night representatives of the upper South had met with some from New
York to seek once more a compromise formula. They hoped to reunite
the convention by adding some pacifying clause to the simple reaffirma-
tion of the Cincinnati platform which alone had survived Monday's
barren victory of the Clan Douglas.
The results of their deliberations were ready for the opening of the
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